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at G&LW Tent 21. See ad on p. 64.
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Unearthed™ 
in the 

Southwest U.S.A.*

*Pages 18-30 • Calendar of every rock, gem, mineral, fossil, and jewelry show
in Arizona, New Mexico, and Southern California

See more spectacularly cut gems 
like this one from Rare Earth Mining 
Company on pages 34-35.
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Please find us at:

Tucson
Pueblo Gem & Mineral Show

Canopy 19 • Jan. 31 - Feb. 12, 2020
GJX Gem & Jewelry Show

Booth 1510 • February 4-9, 2020
Hong KongHong Kong

HKTDC • Location: AWE
Booth 10A21 • March 2-6, 2020
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Xpo Press, Inc., publishes the biannual Southwest 
U.S.A. Gem Show Directory, which promotes and is 
distributed at rock, mineral, and gem shows in Arizona, 
New Mexico, and Southern California — 5,000 of the 
Fall Edition are distributed at shows from August 
through December, and 13,000 of the Winter/Spring 
Edition are distributed at shows from January through 
August. There is a third edition of which 10,000 are 
specially printed to be inserted in the Wall Street 
Journal in Tucson and Phoenix that promotes the 
annual Tucson and Quartzsite rock, gem, and mineral 
showcases. Show listings in the Gem Show Calendar 
in this directory with only their dates and names of 
their venues published are free. GEM-AD member show 
listings and display ads are purchased. Contact Xpo 
Press at P.O. Box 740864, Arvada, Colorado 80006 USA; 
International 1-(720) 946-2808; Toll-free 1-(877) 621-
6143; Fax 1-(303) 428-5592; support@xpopress.com. 
Visit www.xpopress.com to order any Xpo Press gem 
show directory or EZ-Guide to have them mailed to you.
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A.S. Shows Presents

2020 Denver Expo Gem Show

4655 Humbolt Street
Denver, CO. 80216

Sept. 11-19th 2020

Proud to partner with 
Eons Expo, in making the 
Gem Shows at the Denver 

Coliseum and the 
National Western 

Complex the biggest and 
best in Denver!

January 30th - 
February 16th
2500 E. Ajo Way

Tucson, AZ 85713

•Wholesale/Retail
•Free Shuttle to & from

 Other Shows
•Over 250 Vendors

Interested in Participating? 
Very limited space available, please contact Jim at info@AS-Shows.com

Kino Gem & Mineral Show

KinoGemShow.com

Tucson 2020



www.xpopress.com  |  17

Available at your favorite supplier of 
fine cutting rough

 MP Products, LLC  PO Box 9161  Kent, WA  98042
(206) 618-9365  lagunalace@gmail.com

Wholesale Only, Very Limited Supply

More information at www.lagunalace.com

Come see us at the 2020 Tucson Kino Gem & Mineral Show
Kino Sports Complex 

2500 E. Ajo Way    Tucson, AZ 85713
January 30, 2020 - February 16, 2020

Daily 10am - 6pm • Final Day 10am - 4pm
Our selling space is outdoors next to the asphalt road  

just South of the Diamond Pacific tent. 
Featured materials: Laguna Lace, Agua Nueva, Mexican Red Hots, 
Calandria Agate, Agua Neuva Blue Agate, Gold Leaf Agate, Red  

Lightning Agate, Puma Agate, Pinolith from Austria, Polish Banded 
Flint, Chinese Pietersite and much more.

Eye-catching Color
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North America Regional Gem Show Map

SOUTHWEST U.S.A.

PACIFIC NORTHWEST

MID AMERICA WEST

MID AMERICA EAST

ROCKY MOUNTAIN

Atlantic Northeast

SOUTH CENTRAL STATES

SOUTHEAST STATES

CALIFORNIA, NEVADA & HAWAII

PACIFIC NORTHWEST

CALIFORNIA, NEVADA & HAWAII

ALBERTA

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Manitoba   |   Saskatchewan 

ONTARIO*

 Nova Scotia  |  Quebec

Montana
6 Shows

Wyoming
4 Shows

Idaho
7 Shows

Colorado
39 Shows

Utah
10 Shows

Washington
31 Shows

Oregon
19 Shows

28 Shows

Alaska
0 Shows

Hawaii
2 Shows

California
82 Shows Nevada

11 Shows

Oklahoma
5 Shows Arkansas

4 Shows

Louisiana
7 ShowsTexas

47 Shows

New Mexico*
7 Shows

Arizona
77 ShowsSouthern

California*
35 Shows

North Dakota
1 Shows

Minnesota
8 Shows

Iowa
5 Shows

South Dakota
1 Shows

Nebraska
3 Shows

Kansas
6 Shows

Missouri
12 Shows

Wisconsin*
14 Shows

Illinois*
15 Shows

5 Shows 2 Shows6 Shows

4 Shows

18 Shows

Michigan
23 Shows

Ohio
14 ShowsIndiana

10 Shows

Kentucky
4 Shows

West
Virginia
1 Show

Virginia
13 Shows

North Carolina
14 Shows

Tennessee
4 Shows

South Carolina
1 Show

Georgia
10 Shows

Florida
30 Shows

Mississippi
2 Shows Alabama

5 Shows

Pennsylvania
23 Shows

New Jersey
9 Shows

Deleware
1 Show

Maryland
10 Shows

Massachussets
12 Shows

Rhode Island
1 Show

Connecticut
7 Shows

New Hampshire
3 Shows

Vermont
2 Shows

New York
25 Shows

Maine
4 Shows

1 Show

 The difference 
between a “Show” 
and a “Showcase” 
A Show is a solo event 
held at one venue that 
is promoted by one 
group. A Showcase 
is a citywide event 
where multiple shows, 
organized by different 
groups, are occurring at 
the same time. Our list 
includes mostly Shows; 
but the Showcases are 
in Tucson, Denver, Las 
Vegas, Quartzsite, Ariz., 
and Franklin, N.C., all in 
the U.S.A.

SHOWCASES
1 Quartzsite Rock & Mineral Showcase. . . .    22
2 Tucson Fall Gem Showcase. . . . . . . . . . .           22
3 Tucson Gem & Mineral Showcase . . . . . .      26
4 Denver Gem & Mineral Showcase
5 Las Vegas Jewelry Week Showcase
6 Franklin Gem & Mineral Showcase

1

* These states and provinces are in two regions.

Scan this code to 
view a Google map 
of all Southwest 
U.S.A. gem shows

Scan this code 
to locate any 
gem show in 
North America

23

4

5

6
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Welcome! 
to the first REGIONAL 
gem show directory in
the history of mankind –

Xpo Press’s SOUTHWEST U.S.A. 
GEM SHOW DIRECTORY —  
a biannual calendar of shows, expos, festivals, 
and fairs in the Southwest region of the United 
States that sell and revel in rocks, gems, minerals, 
fossils, jewelry, beads and lapidary stuff. This is the 
first of two biannual Southwest Directories and 
it’s distributed at shows between January and 
August. The next biannual Southwest Directory, 
the fall edition, will be printed and distributed at 
shows between September and December, with 
updated show dates, articles, and info about just 
the shows in the Southwest.
Xpo Press is doing the very same thing in eight 
other U.S. regions, including shows in Canadian 
provinces that border the northernmost U.S. 
regions. Check out all nine regions on the map 
on pages 18-19. 
These 18 guides are replacing Xpo Press’s 
biannual NORTH AMERICA GEM SHOW 
DIRECTORY, which was distributed at shows 
throughout the U.S. — from the West Coast Show 
in Costa Mesa, Calif., to the East Coast Show in 
West Springfield, Mass., to the Desert Gardens 
Show in Quartzsite, Ariz., to the Chicagoland 
Show in St. Charles, Ill. Unfortunately, that kind of 
widespread national distribution doesn’t help, for 
example, the small Three Rivers Gem & Mineral 
Society Rock Show in Fort Wayne, Ind. But a 
10,000-circulation MID-AMERICA GEM SHOW 
DIRECTORY that is distributed only in Indiana, 
Ohio, Michigan, Kentucky, and Illinois does! 
Because it’s distributed at other small shows 
that are within reasonable driving distance of 
their show. And the likelihood of a rockhound — 
who picked up the MID-AMERICA GEM SHOW 
DIRECTORY at, say, the Copper Country Show in 
Holland, Mich., and read about the Three Rivers 
Show in Fort Wayne — will take the time to drive 
down to Fort Wayne to buy a rock for he collection 
is pretty good! I think you see where we’re going 
with this.

Xpo Press
will mail your
regional Gem

Show Directory 
or EZ-Guide
DIRECTLY 
to you!

    ORDER FORM
Order Regional GEM SHOW 
DIRECTORIES (U.S. states and 
Canadian provinces in each region 
listed on page to the left.)

ATLANTIC NORTHEAST 
�  Both Biannual Editions $10.99

CALIFORNIA, HAWAII & NEVADA 
�  Both Biannual Editions $10.99

MID-AMERICA EAST 
�  Both Biannual Editions $10.99

MID-AMERCIA WEST 
�  Both Biannual Editions $10.99

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
�  Both Biannual Editions $10.99

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
�  Both Biannual Editions $10.99

SOUTH CENTRAL STATES
�  Both Biannual Editions $10.99

SOUTHEAST STATES 
�  Both Biannual Editions $10.99

SOUTHWEST U.S.A. 
�  Both Biannual Editions $10.99

Order EZ-GUIDES (Official guides for the rock, gem, and 
mineral Showcases in Tucson, Denver, and Quartzsite)
	TUCSON EZ-GUIDE $16.99	

(To receive in time, order by January 1)
	DENVER EZ-GUIDE $13.99
	 (To receive in time, order by August 1)
	QUARTZSITE EZ-GUIDE $11.99	

(To receive in time, order by December 1)

Please mail my Xpo Press gem show guide(s) to: 
Name__________________________________________________________________

Street address_________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________________________________

State/Prov. (abbr.) _______ Zip/Postal code ____________________________

Country (if outside U.S.) _______________________________________________

E-mail address*________________________________________________________
(*required for emailing payment receipt if paying by card)

	 Add $10 per region if your mailing address is in 
	 Canada or Mexico.
	 Add $20 per region if your mailing address is outside
	 of the U.S., Canada, or Mexico.

I will be paying by:  Credit/debit card   Check 

In the amount of $_____________________________________________________

Credit/debit card information
Type:  Visa   Master Card   American Express   Discover

Card number: __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ -__ __ __ __ -__ __ __ __ 

Expiration date:__ __ /  __ __    Security code: ____________

Complete, clip, and mail this order form to: 
Xpo Press, Inc. 
P.O. Box 740864
Arvada, Colorado 80006 USA

Other ways to order and pay for your Xpo Press guides
•	 Call Xpo Press with order and credit/debit card payment 	

information at 1-720-946-2808 or toll-free at 1-877-621-6143
• 	 Fax this completed form (with credit/debit card information) to 

1-303-428-5592
• 	 Scan and email this completed form (with credit/debit card 

information) to support@xpopress.com

Here are the nine regions for which 	
Xpo Press is publishing gem show directories, 
and the states (and Canadian provinces) where 
the directories will be distributed through local 
gem and mineral shows. 
ATLANTIC NORTHEAST - Connecticut, 

Delaware, District of Columbia, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, CANADA: New 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Ontario*, Quebec

CALIFORNIA, HAWAII & NEVADA - Yeah, just 
there.

MID-AMERICA EAST - Illinois*, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, West Virginia, 
Wisconsin*, CANADA: Ontario*

MID-AMERCIA WEST - Illinois*, Iowa, 
Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin*, 
Upper Michigan, CANADA: Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan

PACIFIC NORTHWEST - Alaska, Oregon, 
Washington, CANADA: British Columbia

ROCKY MOUNTAIN - Colorado, Idaho, 
Montana, Utah, Wyoming, CANADA: Alberta

SOUTH CENTRAL STATES - Arkansas, 
Louisiana, New Mexico*, Oklahoma, Texas

SOUTHEAST STATES - Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia

SOUTHWEST U.S.A. - Arizona, New Mexico*, 
Southern California

* The shows in these states and provinces are 
promoted in two regions.

••••

• • • •
Use the order 

form on next page 
and we’ll mail any 
regional directory 

directly to you!

Enjoy the convenience of having your regional Gem Show Directory or 
EZ-Guide mailed directly to your home or office BEFORE the general pub-
lic sees it at a gem show. Your purchase truly helps support Xpo Press’s 
efforts to celebrate and raise awareness for one of the most interesting 
and spectacular geologic shopping experiences on Earth — The Gem and 
Mineral Show! You can purchase 18 different Gem Show Directories from 
Xpo Press and three EZ-Guides. Just choose the ones you’d like us to mail 
to you from the selections below. Each guide is packed with show infor-
mation, updated regional show calendars, vendor locations at the show, 
maps and floorplans, colorful ads, and articles relevant to gem shows in 
a U.S. region or a world-class Showcase in Tucson, Denver, or Quartzsite.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Order All 18 Regional 
GEM SHOW DIRECTORIES 

And Pay Only 

$75
(24% Off - You Receive

Two Regions – 4 Biannual 
Directories – Free!)

Offer available only to U.S. mailing addresses.
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January 1st thru February 28th 
(After Feb 10th Vendors Are Transitional) 

Need Information?
Dennis E. Kuehl 

623 606-0053 • dgshowgrounds@gmail.com 
Web: desertgardensrvpark.net

STOP

$$$ Great Wholesale & Retail Prices $$$
125+ Vendors On Site • 17 Countries Represented

Quartzsite, AZ • Hwy. 10, Exit 17
on your way TO or FROM Tucson

ARIZONA 
	 QUARTZSITE SHOWCASE & 

SWAPMEET
October 1, 2019 - March 31, 2020. *TYSON WELLS MARKET 

CENTRE SWAPMEET, Tyson Wells Show Grounds, 121 
W. Kuehn St., Quartzsite, Kym Scott, (928) 927-6364, 
tysonwells@tds.net.

November 1, 2019 - April 1, 2020. Rice Ranch Y’all Come 
Show, Quartzsite.

January 1 - February 28, 2020. *DESERT GARDENS 
INTERNATIONAL ROCK, GEM & MINERAL SHOW, 
Desert Gardens Show Grounds, 1055 Kuehn Rd., 
Quartzsite, Desert Gardens Holdings, LLC, (623) 606-
0053, dgshowgrounds@gmail.com.

January 1 - February 29, 2020. *PROSPECTORS’ 
PANORAMA, 35 W. Kuehn St., Quartzsite, Asherah Sim, 
(520) 360-7718, info@prospectorspanorama.com.

January 3-12, 2020. *TYSON WELLS ROCK & GEM 
SHOW, Tyson Wells Show Grounds, 121 W. Kuehn St., 
Quartzsite, Kym Scott, (928) 927-6364, tysonwells@
tds.net.

January 15-19, 2020. *QIA POWWOW GEM & MINERAL 
SHOW, Quartzsite Improvement Association 
Building, 235 E. Ironwood Ave., Quartzsite, Quartzsite 
Improvement Association, (928) 927-6325, Powwow@
QIAArizona.org.

January 17-26, 2020. *TYSON WELLS SELL-A-RAMA, 121 
W. Kuehn St., Quartzsite, Kym Scott, (928) 927-6364, 
tysonwells@tds.net.

January 18-26, 2020. Quartzsite Sports, Vacation & RV 
Show, Quartzsite.

January 31 - February 9, 2020. *TYSON WELLS ARTS & 
CRAFTS FAIR, Tyson Wells Show Grounds, 121 W. 
Kuehn St., Quartzsite, Kym Scott, (928) 927-6364, 
tysonwells@tds.net.

February 7-9, 2020. *QUARTZSITE GOLD TREASURE & 
CRAFT SHOW, QIA Building, Quartzsite.

January 3-5, 2020. Flagg Gem and Mineral Show, Mesa 
Community College, Mesa.

January 10-12, 2020. Gila County Gem & Mineral Show, 
Gila County Fairgrounds, Globe.

	 TUCSON GEM, MINERAL & 
FOSSIL SHOWCASE

January 20 - February 21, 2020. *MADAGASCAR 
MINERALS GEM SHOW, Norcross-Madagascar 
Gallery, 201 W. Lester Street, Tucson, Norcross-
Madagascar Group, (520) 882-8884, debbie@
madagascarminerals.com.

January 23 - February 10, 2020. Executive Inn Fossil, 
Mineral & Gems Show, Fortuna Inn Suites, Tucson.

January 24 - February 16, 2020. Granada Gallery, Granada 
Gallery House, Tucson.

... continued in next column.

January 26 - February 15, 2020. Granada Show, Tucson.
January 26 - February 16, 2020. American Indian Arts 

Exposition, Quality Inn - Flamingo Ballroom, Tucson.
January 26 - February 16, 2020. *ARIZONA INDEPENDENT 

WAREHOUSE SHOW, Wholesale Warehouse 
Building, 1500 E. Apache Park Pl., Tucson, The Rock 
Warehouse, (303) 462-1173 Cell: (303) 249-5313, 
therockwarehouse@outlook.com.

January 27 - February 17, 2020. *1801 ORACLE MINERAL, 
GEM & FOSSIL SHOW, Sun Gemstone, LLC, 1801 N. 
Oracle Road, Tucson, Sun Gemstone, LLC, 520-815-
8286, sungemstone1801@hotmail.com.

January 28 - February 11, 2020. *SILK ROAD GEM & 
JEWELRY SHOW, Stay Tucson Inn & Suites, 5251 
S Julian Dr, Tucson, SRGJ Shows, 8479224613, 
srgjshows@gmail.com.

January 29 - February 16, 2020. *1820 ORACLE 
WHOLESALE SHOW, Top-Gem Minerals buildings, 
1835 - 1893 N. 11th Ave., Tucson, Top Gem Minerals, 
(520) 622-6633, topgem@topgem.com.

January 29 - February 16, 2020. *MINERS CO-OP ROCK 
SHOW, Mike Jacob Sports Park, 6901 N. Casa Grande 
Highway, Marana, Miner’s Co-op Rock Show, 520-981-
2787, bob@reallyoldrocks.com.

January 29 - February 17, 2020. *KENT’S JEWELRY, 
LAPIDARY, TOOL & SUPPLY SHOW, Kent’s Tools, 
2745 North 1st Ave., Tucson, Kent Solberg, (520) 461-
1350, kentstools@aol.com.

January 30 - February 10, 2020. *JOGS TUCSON GEM 
& JEWELRY SHOW, Tucson Expo Center, 3750 E. 
Irvington Rd., Tucson. JOGS International Exhibits, 213-
629-3030, Toll free: 877-GEM-SHOW, info@jogsshow.
com, www.jogsshow.com.

January 30 - February 12, 2020. *GRANT GEM & JEWELRY 
SHOW - NEW SHOW!, Grand Luxe Hotel, 1365 W. Grant 
Rd., Tucson. Helen Schull, helen@outofourmines.com.

January 30 - February 13, 2020. *TUCSON’S HIDDEN GEM 
SHOW, The Warehouse on North Main (formerly the 
Samora Minerals warehouse), 707 N. Main Ave, Tucson, 
Tucson Hidden Gem Productions, (503) 913-6050, 
info@tucsonhiddengem.com.

January 30 - February 16, 2020. *22ND STREET SHOW, 
22nd Street Show, 600 West 22nd Street, Tucson, Eons 
Expos, LLLP, Sales: Heather@EonsExpos.com Billing: 
Russell@EonsExpos.com<br>Promotion: Lowell@
EonsExpos.com.

... continued on page 24.

Wed. Jan. 29 - Sun. Feb.16 2020
9am - Sunset

BUY DIRECT from over 50
Miners, Lapidarists & Artists
BothRetail andWholesale customerswelcome

I-10 INAEXIT 248 isOPEN
An easy11minutedrivefrom

DowntownpricestoMinerDirectSavings

StonesonSave$$$

Directions toMike Jacobs Sports Park on ourwebsite
6901 N. Casa Grande Hwy FREE PARKING

2020 Southwest U.S.A. Gem Show Calendar

1

2



www.xpopress.com  |  2524  |  2020 SOUTHWEST STATES

January 30 - February 15, 2020. *GIGM/ QUALITY INN 
GEM & MINERAL SHOW, Quality Inn, 750 W. Starr 
Pass Blvd., Tucson, GIGM Shows, (520) 251-1800, 
Laquintagemshow@aol.com.

January 30 - February 15, 2020. *GIGM/ GLOBEX GEM & 
MINERAL SHOW, Red Lion Inn & Suite, 222 S. Freeway 
Rd., Tucson, GIGM Shows, (520) 251-1800, Sup8casa@
aol.com, gigmshow@gmail.com.

January 30 - February 15, 2020. *GIGM/ HOWARD 
JOHNSON GEM & MINERAL SHOW, Howard 
Johnson Hotel, 1010 S. Freeway, Tucson, GIGM Shows, 
(520) 251-1800, hojogemshow@aol.com.

January 30 - February 16, 2020. *KINO GEM & MINERAL 
SHOW, Kino Sports Complex, 2500 E. Ajo Way, Tucson, 
AS Shows, Inc., info@as-shows.com.

January 31 - February 12, 2020. *PUEBLO GEM & MINERAL 
SHOW, Ramada Tucson Conference Center, 777 W. 
Cushing Street, Tucson, Tucson West Hotel Associates, 
LLC, (310) 586-6816, info@pueblogemshow.com.

January 31 - February 15, 2020. Fine Minerals 
International Show, Fine Minerals Intl. house, Tucson.

January 31 - February 15, 2020. Mineral City Show, Tucson.
January 31 - February 16, 2020. Mineral & Fossil Co-op, 

Mineral & Fossil Co-op Building, Tucson.
January 31 - February 16, 2020. *RAPA RIVER GEM & 

MINERAL SHOW, 292 S. Freeway Ave., Tucson. Lynn 
Arriaga, (520) 743-0866, rapagem@yahoo.com, www.
rapariver.com.January 31 - February 16, 2020. Tucson 
Showplace, Tucson Showplace buildings, Tucson.

January 31 - February 2, 2020. Gem & Jam Festival, Pima 
County Fairgrounds, Tucson.

January 31 - February 4, 2020. Whole Bead Show, The, 
Viscount Suite Hotel, Tucson.

January 31 - February 5, 2020. *BEST BEAD SHOW, Stay 
Tucson Inn & Suites (formerly called Quality Inn), 5251 
S. Julian Dr., Tucson, The Best Bead Show, (610) 909-
2674, bestbeadshow@yahoo.com.

February 1-3, 2020. *JUST MINERALS EVENT, Elks Lodge
 	 385, 1800 N. Oracle Rd., Tucson. Isaias Casanova or 

Leonard Himes, 407-353-1194, isaias@ICminerals.com 
or leonardhimes@aol.com.

February 1-8, 2020. *TO BEAD TRUE BLUE, Casino Del 
Sol, 5655 West Valencia Rd., Tucson, Garan-Beadagio, 
Attendees (530) 274-2222, Exhibitors (530) 274-1101, 
info@beadagio.com.

February 1-8, 2020. *TUCSON ARTISAN WORKSHOPS, 
Casino Del Sol, 5655 West Valencia Rd., Tucson, Garan-
Beadagio, (530) 274-1101, info@beadagio.com.

February 1-8, 2020. *COLORS OF THE STONE  - A GEM 
SHOW, Casino Del Sol, 5655 West Valencia Rd., Tucson, 
Garan-Beadagio, LLC, Attendees (530) 274-2222, 
Exhibitors (530) 274-1101, info@beadanddesign.com.

February 1-9, 2020. *G&LW TUCSON GEM SHOW / GEM 
MALL, Gem Mall, 4475 S. Country Club Rd., Tucson, 
Gem & Lapidary Wholesalers, Inc., (601) 879-8832, 
info@glwshows.com.

February 1-9, 2020. *G&LW TUCSON GEM SHOW / 
HOLIDOME, Holidome, 4475 S. Country Club Rd., 
Tucson, Gem & Lapidary Wholesalers, Inc., (601) 879-
8832, info@glwshows.com.

February 1-15, 2020. ARIZONA MINERAL & FOSSIL 
SHOW AT HTCC, Hotel Tucson City Center, 475 N. 
Granada Ave., Tucson, LLD Productions, 941-223-1351, 
mineralshowslld@gmail.com.

February 1-15, 2020. Fossil & Mineral Alley, Days Inn 
Tucson City Center, Tucson.

February 1-15, 2020. Mineral & Fossil Marketplace, 
Mineral & Fossil Marketplace, Tucson.

February 1-15, 2020. Aurora Mineral Corp. Tucson Show 
(formerly Granada Ave. Mineral Show), Tucson.

February 1-16, 2020. African Art Village, African Art Village 
tents, Tucson.

February 1-16, 2020. *JG&M EXPOSITION AT MICHIGAN 
STREET, JG&M tent, 3300 E. Michigan St., Tucson, Gem 
Marketing International, (520) 889-1840, info@g-mint.
com.

February 1-16, 2020. *JG&M EXPO AT SIMPSON STREET, 
JG&M building/tents, 601 W. Simpson St., Tucson, 
Gem Marketing International, (520) 889-1840, info@
jgmexpo.com.

February 1-16, 2020. *MAIN AVENUE MINERAL & FOSSIL 
SHOW, GMI Building/tents, 1223-1243 N. Main Ave., 
Tucson, Gem Marketing International, (520) 889-1840, 
info@mainavegemshow.com.

February 1-16, 2020. Tucson Lazy Days KOA Gem & 
Mineral Show, Lazydays KOA, Tucson.

February 4-10, 2020. *TUCSON’S NEW MINERAL 
SHOW (T.N.M.S.), The Slaughterhouse, 1102 
W. Grant Rd., Tucson, Mineral Shows LLC, info@
tucsonsnewmineralshow.com.

February 4-9, 2020. AGTA GemFair™ Tucson, Tucson 
Convention Center, Tucson.

February 4-9, 2020. GJX Gem & Jewelry Show, GJX 
Pavilion, Tucson.

February 5-8, 2020. JCK Tucson, JW Marriott Starr Pass 
Resort & Spa, Tucson.

February 5-8, 2020. Sonoran Glass Art Show, Sonoran 
Glass School, Tucson.

February 7-10, 2020. *WESTWARD LOOK MINERAL 
SHOW, Westward Look Resort, 245 E. Ina Rd., Tucson, 
Fine Mineral Show, LLC, info@finemineralshow.com.

February 13-16, 2020. Tucson Gem & Mineral Show®, 
Tucson Convention Center, Tucson.

March 2020 TBD. Anthem Gem & Mineral Show, Boulder 
Creek High School, Anthem.

... continued on page 26.
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July 11-12, 2020. *WHITE MOUNTAIN GEM & MINERAL 
CLUB SHOW, Hon-Dah Resort Casino & Conference 
Center, 777 Hwy 260, Pinetop, White Mountain Gem & 
Mineral Club, whitemtngmc@gmail.com.

July 31-August 2, 2020. *PRESCOTT GEM & MINERAL 
SHOW & SALE, Findley Toyota Center, 3201 N. Glassford 
Hill Rd., Prescott Valley, Prescott Gem & Mineral Club, 
208-818-2363, melaniecapps123@gmail.com.

November 2020 TBD. Apache Junction Jewelry, Gem & 
Mineral Show, Skyline High School, Mesa

	 TUCSON FALL 
	 GEM SHOWCASE
August 27 - September 6, 2020. *KENT’S JEWELRY, 

LAPIDARY, TOOL & SUPPLY SHOW (SEPT.), Kent’s 
Tools, 2745 North 1st Ave., Tucson, Kent Solberg, (520) 
461-1350, kentstools@aol.com.

August 2020 TBD. *JOGS TUCSON GEM & JEWELRY 
SHOW - SEPTEMBER, Tucson Expo Center, 3750 E. 
Irvington Rd., Tucson. JOGS International Exhibits, 213-
629-3030, Toll free: 877-GEM-SHOW, info@jogsshow.
com, www.jogsshow.com.

August 2020 TBD. *SILK ROAD GEM & JEWELRY SHOW 
- SEPTEMBER, Stay Tucson Inn & Suites, 5251 S Julian 
Dr., Tucson, SRGJ Shows, 847-922-4613, srgjshows@
gmail.com.

September 10-13, 2020. *COLORS OF THE STONE - FALL, 
Casino Del Sol, 5655 West Valencia Rd., Tucson, Garan-
Beadagio, LLC, Attendees (530) 274-2222, Exhibitors 
(530) 274-1101, info@beadagio.com.

September 10-13, 2020. *TUCSON ARTISAN 
WORKSHOPS - FALL, Casino Del Sol Resort, 5655 W 
Valencia Rd, Tucson, Garan-Beadagio, LLC, Attendees 
(530) 274-2222, Exhibitors (530) 274-1101, info@
beadagio.com.

September 10-13, 2020. *TO BEAD TRUE BLUE - FALL, 
Casino Del Sol, 5655 West Valencia Rd., Tucson, Garan-
Beadagio, LLC, Attendees (530) 274-2222, Exhibitors 
(530) 274-1101, info@beadagio.com.

September 10-13, 2020. *G&LW TUCSON GEM SHOW / 
HOLIDOME (SEPT.), Holidome, 4475 S. Country Club 
Rd., Tucson, Gem & Lapidary Wholesalers, Inc., (601) 
879-8832, info@glwshows.com.

September 2020 TBD. *BEST BEAD SHOW - SEPTEMBER, 
Best Western Tucson Airport, 6801 S Tucson 
Blvd., Tucson, Best Bead Shows, 610-909-2674, 
bestbeadshow@yahoo.com.

September 2020 TBD. Verde Valley Gem, Mineral 
& Jewelry Show, Clark Memorial Clubhouse 
Auditorium, Clarkdale.

October 10-11, 2020. Huachuca Gem, Mineral & 
Jewelry Show, Cochise College, Sierra Vista.

October 2020 TBD. Sedona Gem & Mineral Club 
Annual Show, Sedona High School, Sedona.

October 2020 TBD. HelzaRock’n Gem & Mineral 
Show, Helzapoppin Arena, Buckeye.

November 2020 TBD. Wickenburg Gem & Mineral 
Show, Hassayampa Elementary School, 
Wickenburg.

NEW MEXICO
February 22-23, 2020. The Museum Rocks Gem & Mineral 
Show, NM Farm & Ranch Heritage Museum, Las Cruces.

March 12-15, 2020. RockHound RoundUp, SWNM 
Fairgrounds, Deming.

March 20-22, 2020. Treasures of the Earth Show, New 
Mexico State Fairgrounds (Creative Arts Center) - Gate 3, 
Albuquerque.

June 19-21, 2020. Carlsbad Gem & Mineral Show, Living 
Desert Zoo & Gardens State Park, Carlsbad.

July 3-5, 2020. San Juan County Gem & Mineral Show, 
McGee Park, Farmington.

September 5-7, 2020. Grant County Rolling Stones Gem 
& Mineral Show, Grant County Veterans Memorial 
Conference Center, Silver City.

October 2-4, 2020. Albuquerque Fall Gem, Mineral & 
Jewelry Show, Expo NM  (NM State Fairgrounds), 
Creative Arts Building, Albuquerque.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
January 17-19, 2020. *PASADENA BEAD & DESIGN SHOW 

- WINTER, Hilton Pasadena Hotel, 168 S Los Robles 
Ave, Pasadena, Garan-Beadagio, casey@beadagio.com.

February 14-23, 2020. San Gorgonio Mineral & Gem 
Society Annual Show, Riverside County Fairgrounds 
& National Date Festival, Gem & Mineral Building, Indio.

March 6-8, 2020. Rockhound Tailgate, Victorville.
March 7-8, 2020. Ventura Gem & Mineral Society 

Annual Show, Ventura County Fairgrounds, Ventura.
March 28-29, 2020. Nature’s Treasures, Ken Miller Rec 

Center, Torrance.
March 2020 TBD. Pasadena Lapidary Society Show, San 

Marino Masonic Center, San Marino.
April 2-5, 2020. Joshua Tree Gem, Mineral & Craft Show - 

Spring, Sportsmans’ Club of Joshua Tree, Joshua Tree.
April 24-26, 2020. International Gem and Jewelry Show 

Santa Monica, Le Meridien Delfina Santa Monica, 
Santa Monica.

April 25-26, 2020. Antelope Valley Gem & Mineral Club’s 
Spring Show, Lancaster High School, Lancaster.

April 2020 TBD. Conejo Gem & Mineral Show, Borchard 
Park Community Center, Thousand Oaks.

... continued on page 28.
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JG&M Tucson 2020

Feb 1 – Feb 16
Saturday to Sunday!

Free Parking Open to Public
Simpson St

601 W Simpson St, Tucson, AZ 85701

Michigan St  
3300 E Michigan St, Tucson, AZ 85714

(520) 360 - 7718
info@jgmexpo.com

Contact us for more info

Jewelry Gems & Minerals from Around the World!

JG&M Denver 2020
Sept 11 – Sept 19 Friday to Saturday!
Nine days of world class Jewelry, Gems & Minerals
Quality Inn, 200 W 48th Ave, Denver, CO 80216
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April 2020 TBD. Vista Gem & Mineral Society Annual 
Show - Spring, Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum, 
Vista.

April 2020 TBD. International Gem and Jewelry Show 
Los Angeles (April), Los Angeles Convention Center, 
Los Angeles.

May 1-3, 2020. Yucaipa Valley Gem, Mineral & Jewelry 
Show, Scherer Senior Center, Yucaipa.

May 2-3, 2020. Searchers Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show, 
Brookhurst Community Center, Anaheim.

May 8-10, 2020. *WEST COAST GEM & MINERAL SHOW 
- SPRING, Hilton Orange County/Costa Mesa, 3050 
Bristol St., Costa Mesa, LLD Productions Inc., 941-223-
1351, mineralshowslld@gmail.com.

June 6-7, 2020. Glendora Gems Gem & Mineral Show, 
Goddard Middle School, Glendora.

June 2020 TBD. Jubilee of Gems - Rocks Around the 
Clock, La Habra Coummunty Center, La Habra.

June 2020 TBD. Fiesta of Gems, Veterans Memorial 
Auditorium, Culver City.

June 2020 TBD. Palomar Gem & Mineral Show, Center 
for the Arts, Escondido.

July 24-26, 2020. *PASADENA BEAD & DESIGN SHOW 
- SUMMER, Hilton Pasadena Hotel, 168 S Los Robles 
Ave, Pasadena, Garan-Beadagio, (530) 274-1101, info@
beadagio.com.

July 2020 TBD. International Gem & Jewelry Show 
Pasadena, Pasadena Convention Center, Pasadena.

August 2020 TBD. Orcutt Mineral Society “Rainbow of 
Gems” Show, Nipomo High School, Nipomo.

August 2020 TBD. International Gem & Jewelry Show 
Pasadena (August), Pasadena Convention Center, 
Pasadena.

October 9-11, 2020. Big Sur Jade Festival, Pacific Valley 
School, Big Sur.

October 10-11, 2020. Gem-O-Rama, SLGMS Show Building, 
Searles Valley.

October 11, 2020. Fallbrook Fall Festival of Gems & 
Minerals, Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Museum, Fallbrook.

October 2020 TBD. Woodland Hills Rock Chippers 
Annual Show, First United Methodist Church, Los 
Angeles.

October 2020 TBD. Whittier Gem & Mineral Show, 
Whittier Community Center, Whittier.

October 2020 TBD. Vista Gem & Mineral Society Annual 
Show - Fall, Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum, 
Vista.

October 2020 TBD. Joshua Tree Gem, Mineral & Craft 
Show, Sportsmans’ Club of Joshua Tree, Joshua Tree.

November 2020 TBD. El Cajon Valley Gem & Mineral 
Society Rock & Gem Round Up, Lakeside Rodeo 
Grounds, Lakeside.

November 2020 TBD. Mining Supplies & Rock Shop 
Annual Show, Mining Supplies & Rock Shop, 
Hesperia.

November 2020 TBD. Indian Wells Gem & Mineral 
Society Annual Show, Desert Empire Fairgrounds, 
Ridgecrest.

November 2020 TBD. *WEST COAST GEM & MINERAL 
SHOW - FALL, Hilton Orange County/Costa Mesa, 
3050 Bristol St., Costa Mesa, LLD Productions Inc., 
941-223-1351, mineralshowslld@gmail.com.

November 2020 TBD. Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society 
Galaxy of Gems Expo, Oxnard Performing Arts 
Center, Oxnard.

November 2020 TBD. *PASADENA ARTS & CRAFTS 
SHOW, Hilton Pasadena Hotel, 168 S Los Robles Ave, 
Pasadena, Garan-Beadagio, casey@beadagio.com.

December 2020 TBD. International Gem and Jewelry 
Show Los Angeles (December), Los Angeles 
Convention Center, Los Angeles.

December 2020 TBD. Mojave Desert Gem & Mineral 
Show, Cora Harper Fitness & Community Center, 
Barstow.

2020 Southwest U.S.A. Gem Show Calendar
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Pure Michigan Beauty

Michigan
Rocks & Minerals
michiganrocksandminerals.com

18lbs of Michigan Upper Pennisula Float Copper 

Tucson 22nd Street Mineral & Fossil Show

Jan. 30 – Feb. 16 (Tucson, AZ) - Booth D29
600 West 22nd Street, Tucson, AZ

Tucson Gem & Mineral Show

Feb. 13-16 (Tucson, AZ) -  GRDEx 604-06 
Tucson Convention Center - 260 S Church Ave, Tucson, AZ

Stop by our booths to learn more about the regional beauty of our Michigan rocks and minerals.
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By Helen Serras-Herman

In northern Arizona, just east of Flagstaff, there is a famous meteor crater site, 
considered to be the best preserved meteorite site in the world. In the scientific 
community, it is referred to as the Barringer Meteorite Crater, in honor of Daniel 

Moreau Barringer, a geologist who was the first to prove in 1906 that the hole was the 
product of a meteor impact. Earlier, it was also known as Coon Mountain or Coon Butte. 
Today it is simply known as Meteor Crater. Although scientists have been observing 
meteorites for centuries, no scientist had made the connection between the existence of 
craters and meteorites until the twentieth century. 
	 Meteor craters are depressions in the earth’s surface created by the collision of 
an outer space meteorite or comet. There are about 150 meteor craters around the 

world, making them a rare land feature. 
Some craters have eroded; some are 
buried, while others are obvious, with a 
noticeable and measurable rim. Craters 
are usually measured by the size of 
their rim’s diameter. There are over forty 
craters with rim diameters over twenty 
kilometers, spread throughout the world 
from South Africa to Australia, Canada, 
Russia, Mexico, and other countries. In 

the United States, there are 28 craters 
ranging in size from less than a to ninety 
kilometers wide.
	 Another famous crater is the Odessa 
Meteor Crater site, located in western 
Texas, just five miles from Odessa. That 
is the second largest recognizable crater, 
after the Arizona Barringer Meteor 
Crater, in the United States, and is sixth 
in the world. The crater has been known 
since 1892, when a local rancher found a 
meteorite and discovered the crater. But 
it wasn’t until 1929, when Daniel Moreau 
Barringer, Jr., whose father had earlier 
described the Arizona Meteor Crater, 
identified the depression as a meteor 
crater. 

The creation of the crater
The Arizona Meteor Crater is about 
4,000 feet across and 500 feet deep. It is 
considered the best preserved meteorite 
impact site on earth. It is the result of an 
asteroid collision that happened about 
50,000 years ago during the last ice age 
(the Pleistocene Age), when a fiery ball 
from the sky landed and exploded there. 
Researchers have estimated that its 
core was a nickel-iron meteorite, about 
150 feet wide, weighing approximately 
300,000 tons. The meteorite exploded, 
broke apart — while some became 
pulverized and partially melted rock 
— and spread along with sandstone 
and limestone in a six-mile radius. Iron 
meteorites have been found in that area 
ranging in size from 10 to 1,000 pounds. 
During that era, the area was full of 
woodlands, wooly mammoths and giant 
ground sloths. As the ice age ended and 
the forests gave away to the deserts, less 
erosion and sediment accumulation took 
place, leaving the crater as obvious as we 
see it today. The crater’s circumference 
is 2.4 miles. There is no vegetation within 
the depression, making it easier to see 
and understand it as an impact crater. 

The Barringer
Meteor Crater

Extraordinary Arizona scenery created 
by an out-of-this-world object

Arizona Barringer Meteor Crater is considered 
the best preserved meteorite impact site on 

earth. It is 4,000 feet across and 500 feet deep, 
created by a nickel-iron meteorite, about 150 

feet wide, weighing approximately 300,000 tons 
that hit the area about 50,000 years ago.

All photos courtesy of Helen Serras-Herman unless otherwise noted.

... Continued on page 40
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The discovery of the crater 
The crater was known as Canyon Diablo 
in the nineteenth century, and was 
described as a volcano when European 
settlers first arrived there.
	 In 1891, Grove Karl Gilbert, chief 
geologist for the U.S. Geological Survey, 
first hypothesized about the crater’s 
formation. Unfortunately, he concluded 
that the crater was the result of a 
steam explosion, and not of an impact, 
even though thousands of meteorite 
fragments were present all around.
	 Enter Daniel Moraeu Barringer. He 
was born in North Carolina in 1860. 
After graduating from Princeton and the 
University of Pennsylvania’s Law School, 
he studied geology and mineralogy 
at Harvard and University of Virginia. 
Like so many other easterners, he was 
enamored with the west. He purchased 
a gold-and-silver mine in 1892 near 
Cochise, Ariz., and later he discovered 
the Commonwealth Silver Mine in 

Pearce, Ariz. By 1902, these mining 
ventures had made Barringer a wealthy 
man. In 1903, when he heard from S.J. 
Holsinger about the existence of the 
meteor crater, he received a land patent, 
staked a mining claim, and created the 
Standard Iron Company in order to mine 
iron from the site. Soon after his original 
hesitation, he concluded that “he no 
longer doubted, he knew that the crater 
must be due to the impact of a body 
colliding with our earth.”
	 In 1906 Barringer, along with his 
partner, Philadelphian mathematician 
and physicist Benjamin Chew Tilghman, 
presented their first papers to the U.S. 
Geological Survey and published their 
theory of a meteorite impact at the site 
in the Proceedings of the Academy of 
Natural Sciences in Philadelphia. After 
many years of heated debate, all of 
the scientific community accepted the 
impact theory. Ironically, the crater never 
produced enough iron for Barringer, 
and after spending a fortune on that 
project all work stopped by November 
23, 1929. Barringer died a few days 

Top: Visitors on the tour walk along the crater’s rim. 
The guided tour lasts about 45 minutes to an hour.

Left: Daniel Moraeu Barringer was a geologist and the 
first to prove in 1906 that the hole was the product

of a meteor impact.  (Photo Free Wikipedia)

... Continued on page 42
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.....

later, on November 30, of a massive 
heart attack. However, his theory of the 
crater’s origin was vindicated, and the 
site is known today in his honor as the 
Barringer Meteorite Crater, owned by his 
descendants, who formed the Barringer 
Crater Company.

The Meteor Crater Visitor Center 
and rim tour
The large Meteor Crater Visitor Center 
is located on the rim of the crater. It 
includes a fully air-conditioned building 
with an eighty-seat, wide-screen movie 
theater, where visitors can watch the 
Impact: Mystery of Meteor Crater movie, 
that features exciting 3D-modeling and 
animation for a very realistic viewing 
experience. The ten-minute film is 
shown twice per hour and is included 
in the admission fee. The Meteor Crater 
Interactive Discovery Center offers a lot 
of information, displays, and 24 exhibits 
about meteors and their encounters with 
earth, about space, the solar system and 
comets, as well as their newest attraction, 
“Collision! 4D-Experience Room.” One 
of the displays is the very impressive 

Holsinger meteorite, the largest fragment 
of the 150-foot meteor discovered to date, 
weighing 1,409 pounds. 
	 Visitors can simply view the crater 
from indoors. Outside, there are 
three lookout platforms, with several 

On the trail, visitors pass the remnants of an old 
stone building that was the original Barringer 

home and later a crater museum.

Buy your gem, mineral and carat scales at 
Tanita, AGTA GemFair™ Tucson, Booth 2005. 
See their ad on p. 55.

Own one of 
the world’s 
finest Canadian 
ammonite fossils. 
Visit Enchanted 
Designs at their 
2020 Tucson 
shows — Pueblo 
and GJX Shows 
See their ad on 
page 3

... Continued on page 44

Specializing in custom-cut Montana sapphires. Visit Al Mowery at JOGS, Booth E411. See ad on page 45.

Don’t Miss These Fine Dealers at the 
2020 Tucson Showcase, Jan. 31 - Feb. 15
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telescopes (no coins required) to see the 
bottom of the crater and the remnants of 
the old mining operations, left there for 
historical purposes. 
	 Then, visitors can join the guided 
crater rim tour (included in the admission 
fee) headed by very knowledgeable staff. 
The tour (weather permitting) lasts about 
45 minutes to an hour. Visitors on the 
tour walk along the crater’s rim; they 
also pass the remnants of an old stone 
building that was the original Barringer 
home and later a crater museum. There 
is still active scientific research and 
discovery taking place at the site. 

	 Also, on the premises is an Astronaut 
Memorial Park with an actual Apollo test 
capsule with a viewing window showing 
the astronauts’ tight quarters, and an 
American Astronaut Wall of Fame. 
	 The Barringer Meteor Crater is a 
private enterprise, and despite the 
site’s geological importance, it’s not a 
national or state park. It was designated 
a National Natural Landmark in 1967. 
The site is open every day from 7:00 am 
to 7:00 pm (except for holidays). The 
entrance fee is $18 for adults, $16 for 
seniors and $9 for juniors, with a separate 
admission for the 4D-Experience Room. 
Some people view it as a pricey fee, but 
it is definitely worth visiting. The Visitor 
Center also houses  a mineral shop, a 
souvenir store, and a sandwich shop. 
For more information please visit their 
website at http://meteorcrater.com/. 
	 More scientific information, videos, 
and educational and historical material 
is available online at http://www.
barringercrater.com/, the website 
created by the Barringer Crater Company, 
which owns, protects and promotes the 
crater site. Also online are some great 
aerial photos of the entire crater.
	 A complete scientific research, the 
Guidebook to the Geology of Barringer 
Meteorite Crater, Arizona (a.k.a. Meteor 
Crater), second edition 2017, by Dr. 
David A. Kring (geologist and earth and 
planetary scientist), published in 2007 by 
the Lunar and Planetary Institute (LPI), is 
also available online (free download) at 

The very impressive Holsinger meteorite, on display at 
Meteor Crater, is the largest fragment discovered to 

date from that meteor, and weighs 1,409 lb. On the wall 
behind the specimen, is an aerial photo of the crater.

There are three lookout 
platforms with several 

telescopes to see the 
bottom of the crater 

and the remnants of the 
old mining operations, 
left there for historical 

purposes.

... Continued on page 46



46  |  2020 SOUTHWEST STATES

TUCSON 
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      Arizona Mineral & Fossil Show
           Feb. 1 - Feb. 15, 2020 

 

               TWO EASY TO FIND LOCATIONS 
                       HOTEL TUCSON CITY CENTER 475 N. Granada Ave. at St. Mary’s

                  Ballroom and Artists Gallery open Jan. 30 – Feb. 12, 2020 
 

                               FOSSIL & MINERAL ALLEY –  
665 N. Freeway at St. Mary’s

250 Dealers * Retail * Wholesale 
Open to the Public * Free Admission * Free Parking 

Free Shuttle service to Hotel Tucson City Center, 
Days’ Inn and parking lots 

 
 

LLD PRODUCTIONS, INC., · 996 Bass Court, Venice, FL 34293 · MineralShowsLLD@gmail.com · www.MineralShowsLLD.com 

https://www.lpi.usra.edu/publications/
books/barringer_crater_guidebook/ .

Getting there
The Meteor Crater is in a remote area at 
an elevation of 5,710 feet. The site is easily 
accessible off Interstate 40, along the 
famous Historic Route 66, approximately 
37 miles east of Flagstaff. Travel 35 miles 
on I-40 east of Flagstaff, or 18 miles west 
of Winslow, and take the Meteor Crater 
Road (exit 233); then, drive 5 miles until 
you see the crater site. The road is paved 
all the way. 
	 Many visitors, while visiting the Meteor 
Crater, also combine the great attractions 
of the ponderosa highlands to the north 
of the Meteor Crater: The Ponderosa 
Highlands in Flagstaff, the Grand Canyon 
National Park, the Wupatki National 
Monument with its rich Native American 
Ruins, and the nearby Sunset Crater 
Volcano National Monument, and the 
Painted Desert and Petrified Forest to the 
east of the crater. Remember to always 
carry warm clothes when visiting northern 
Arizona. When my husband and I visited 

the site in the month of April, the San 
Francisco Peaks were still snow-capped. 
	 Visiting the Meteor Crater is not only 
a great opportunity for learning but for 
taking in extraordinary Arizona scenery 
that was created by an out-of-this-
world object! There is something for 
the entire family to enjoy. Please make 
sure to check for current opening hours 
and rim tour hours in order to avoid any 
disappointment, and plan ahead to allow 
for enough time for your visit. I would 
recommend at least a two-hour visit to 
enjoy all the attractions.

About the author
Helen Serras-Herman, a 
2003 National Lapidary 
Hall of Fame inductee, is 
an acclaimed gem sculptor 
and gemologist with over 
37 years of experience in 

unique gem sculpture and jewelry art. Visit 
her website at www.gemartcenter.com and 
her business Facebook page at Gem Art 
Center/Helen Serras-Herman.

Visiting the Arizona Meteor Crater 
offers a great opportunity for learning 
while gazing at extraordinary scenery 
created by an out-of-this-world object!
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Youdidn’t leaveWINTER
to stay indoors everyday

Wed. Jan. 29 - Sun. Feb.16 2020
9am - Sunset

BUY DIRECT from over 50
Miners, Lapidarists & Artists
BothRetail andWholesale customerswelcome

I-10 INAEXIT 248 isOPEN
An easy11minutedrivefrom

DowntownpricestoMinerDirectSavings

Shop&Tan

Directions toMike Jacobs Sports Park on ourwebsite
6901 N. Casa Grande Hwy FREE PARKING

Hidden Beaches River Resort
Grassy RV Sites on the Colorado River
Monthly, Weekly and Daily Rates Available

• Great fishing • Pull-throughs
• Full hookups starting @$250/mo.

(50 amp available)
• Wi-Fi • Store • Laundry
• 20 minutes from Quartzsite
• Check out our Boutique with

tons of great goodies.

760-922-7276 • 6951 6th Ave. • Blythe, CA 92225
www.hiddenbeachesresort.com
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By Helen Serras-Herman

Laughlin is famous for its casinos, and 
the majority of the four million visitors 
flocking there every year consume 
a good part of their days and nights 
gambling. My husband and I spend our 
time in the vicinity relaxing on the boat 
tours on the Colorado River, which offer 
narrated history of the area, visiting 
old mining sites, museums, mining 
towns, and petroglyphs (ancient rock 
engravings). It is fascinating how much 
history there is in this part of the country, 
and the hardships that miners had to 
endure — oppressive heat, rattlesnakes 

and the scorpions, the harsh drive 
through the mountains, and the tough 
conditions of hard-rock mining. 
	 The Colorado River Museum is 
located on the Arizona side, in Bullhead 
City. It is operated by the Colorado 
River Historical Society, and you will 
get a warm welcome from extremely 
knowledgeable society volunteers. 
It is housed in a historical landmark 
building, an old church built in 1947 to 
serve the workers who were building 
the Davis Dam. There are many displays, 
artifacts and memorabilia that give a 
fairly complete picture of the history of 
the area, the Fort Mohave Indian Tribe, 

T
he town of Laughlin 
is located in the 
southeastern most 

part of Nevada, right across 
from Bullhead City, Ariz., on the 
Colorado River. The region is 
known as the Tri-State Area, as 
three states – Arizona, Nevada 
and California — meet. A scenic 
two-hour drive from Quartzsite, 
north through Parker and Lake 
Havasu City, following the river, 
brings you to Bullhead City.

Take a day-trip during the Quartzsite shows to tour historic mines, museums
and petroglyphs in the “Tri-State Area”.

the early explorers, and the gold mines. 
Some local minerals are also displayed. 
	 A short video available to watch at 
the museum, tells the story of Laughlin, 
and how it was Don Laughlin’s vision 
that created the booming town, when 
he first came to this rugged area in 
1964 and purchased a boarded-up eight 
room motel in 1966, which he opened for 
all-you-can-eat chicken dinners for 98 
cents, along with 12 slot machines, two 
gaming tables, and accommodations for 
four rooms. Several expansions followed 
those early days for Don Laughlin’s hotel, 
the Riverside, and the town of Laughlin. 
There are now about a dozen hotels 

and casinos all situated along the river, 
shopping malls, movie theaters and 
live entertainment. Today Laughlin has 
a population of approximately 10,000 
residents, while Bullhead City has 
another 42,000.
	 The Colorado River Museum is 
located at 2201 Highway 68, just a 
quarter mile north of the Laughlin Bridge 
at Davis Camp. It is open September thru 
June, Tuesday thru Saturday, 10 am – 4 
pm (all times Pacific). It is generously 
supported by visitors’ donations. Phone 
1-928-754.3399 or visit online www.
bullheadcitymusuem.webs.com.
	 The Laughlin Visitors Information 
Center has a wide selection of maps and 
brochures of any site within an hours’ 
drive and more, and the folks that man 
the center are most hospitable and 
well informed about all the attractions 
and current events. The Center, located 
at 1555 Casino Drive, is open Monday-
Friday, 8 am - 4:30 pm, closed on the 
weekends. Phone 1-800-452-8445 or 
visit online www.visitlaughlin.com.
	 The Katherine Mine is only a short 
drive from Laughlin. It was an early 
1900’s gold mine that lies dead and 
decaying today. The site belongs to the 
Lake Mead National Recreation Area 
of the National Park Service. In 2011 
we were lucky to take a tour led by a 
knowledgeable park ranger filled with 
information about the history of the 
famous mine and the ecology of the 
area. Unfortunately that tour is no longer 
available, and due to safety, the site is 
currently closed. 
	 Gold was discovered in the 
Katherine-Union Pass area in the 
mid 1860’s. The major mines were the 
Pyramid, the Gold Cycle, the Homestake, 
and the Sheeptrails Mines. The Katherine 

TOURS FROM

LAUGHLIN

The town of Laughlin is located on the 
Colorado River on the Nevada side, and it is 
famous for its casinos and entertainment.

... Continued on page 54
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MiniScale.us the standard by which all others are measured

AGTA GemFairTM Tucson
February 4-9, 2020 ~ Booth#2005

Best Quality,

Best Price!

Guaranteed!

MiniScale.us - Authorized  Tanita  Distributor

FREE 120 gram pocket scale for stopping by. 
1 per customer while supplies last.

Additional 10% off our Guaranteed lowest prices! 

Phone: (224) 595-2042
Email: specials@miniscale.us 

1479J2 KD-200

Show Specials  ~  $12500

KD-200 scale & pick of a 1479 series scale

Counterfeits Exist Buy Direct! 

Mine became one of the 
largest camps west of 
the Kingman gold and 
silver mines. The mine 
was closed and re-opened 
several times. In 1943, 
during World War II, it 
followed the fate of many 
other gold mines, and both 
the mine that had produced 
about $2 million in gold 
and silver and the mill that 
had made another $3.6 
million closed forever. All 
that remains today at the 
ghostly mine are extensive 
concrete ruins — platforms, 
foundations, piers, stairs 
and walkways. There is an 
assortment of concrete 
pillars, the foundation of a 
once impressive structure, 
lying today like graveyard 

The Colorado River Museum is housed 
in a historical landmark building- an 
old church built in 1947, and has many 
displays, artifacts and memorabilia. 

Below: Outside of the Colorado River 
Museum, is a replica of a gold mine with 
authentic mining equipment exhibited 
near the mine’s shaft entrance.

... Continued on page 56
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stones. Iron tanks are scatted around, 
rusting away along with other mining 
equipment. 
	 The Davis Dam Power Plant facility 
on the Colorado River is 67 miles 
downstream from the Hoover Dam, just 
two miles upstream from Laughlin. Built 
from 1946 to 1953, the dam stretches 
across the river connecting Arizona 
and Nevada. We were very surprised to 
hear that all the water on the mighty 
Colorado River is regulated exactly 
between the dams to allow just enough 
water flow for the irrigation needs of the 
farmers downstream, and that not one 
drop of water remains after that to flow 
into the Gulf of California. 
	 After 9/11 and the increased security 
for the dams, self-guided tours of the 
Davis Dam are not available anymore. 
The best way to see Davis Dam is on the 
tour boats from Laughlin.

	 Davis Camp Park has several 
petroglyph sites on the grounds. Davis 
Camp, created in 1982, is the former 
federal housing area for the government 
workers who built the Davis Dam. The 
petroglyphs were created by the Mohave, 
a Native American people who called 
themselves AhaMakav, the “people of 
and by the river.” The petroglyphs can be 
viewed very well from an interpretive 
site. There is a $5 per day fee to enter 
the park, and various fees for camping 
or parking your RV. The Davis Camp is 
located at 2251 Highway 68 in Bullhead 
City. Phone 1-928-754-7250.
	 Grapevine Canyon is located seven 
miles west of Laughlin off Highway 163, 
south of Spirit Mountain, the spiritual 
birthplace of tribes of the lower Colorado 
River. The canyon is a sacred area. 
Exquisite petroglyphs are etched on large 
boulders and cliff faces at the entrance 

At the Katherine Mine - an early 1900’s gold mine, there is an assortment of concrete pillars, the foundation of a once 
impressive structure, lying today like graveyard stones. 

... Continued on page 58
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of the canyon, evidence of the prehistoric 
indians who lived in the Mohave Desert 
area. It is an easy quarter-mile walking 
trail from the parking lot. 
	 A winding scenic route brings 
you to Oatman, a historic gold mining 
town founded in 1906, located in the 
Black Mountains, about 18 miles east 
of Bullhead City. In 1900, a quartz 
vein containing gold was discovered 
by Mexican prospector José Jerez in 
nearby Gold Road Gulch. For the next 
hundred years the Gold Road Mine was 

worked depending on world gold prices. 
It has recently reopened for mining and 
stopped offering tours. 
	 By 1931, the area’s mines had 
produced over 1.8 million ounces of 
gold, but by the mid-1930’s the boom 
was over, and in 1942 the last remaining 
mines closed as non-essential to the war 
effort. A town landmark is the burros 
that freely roam the streets around 
tourists and gunfighters. They are a piece 
of the history as they came with the 

Grapevine Canyon is 
a sacred area, where 
exquisite petroglyphs 
are etched on large 
boulders and cliff 
faces.

Below: In the historic 
gold mining town of 
Oatman wild burros 
roam freely in the 
streets around tourists 
and gunfighters

... Continued on page 60
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Don’t Miss These Fine Dealers at the 
2020 Tucson Showcase, Jan. 31 - Feb. 15

Own one of the world’s finest Canadian ammonite 
fossils. Visit Enchanted Designs at their 2020 Tucson 
shows — Pueblo and GJX Shows See their ad on page 3.

Colorado River and abundant views of 
stark natura beauty.

About the Author
Helen Serras-Herman, 
a 2003 National 
Lapidary Hall of 
Fame inductee, is 
an acclaimed gem 
sculptor with over 30 
years of experience in 
unique gem sculpture 
and jewelry art. 
Her award-winning 

artwork has been exhibited world-wide 
and published in over 140 trade magazine 
articles and books. Visit her website at 
www.gemartcenter.com.

As always in Tucson at

Court Pavilion Booth 2-3-4

January 31 - February 12

10 AM to 6:30 PM Daily

Tel/Fax 615-301-4055  www.harmonymundi.com

Lower Prices on 100’s of items!

Show Special!

Discounts of 

up to 10%!

early prospectors and were used to haul 
rock and ore in the mines, or water and 
supplies. As the mines closed and people 
moved away, the burros were released 
into the surrounding hills. 
	 Only five miles from Oatman is the 
Homestake Mine, a historic gold mine 
famous today for mining fluorite. The 
mine is open for tours on Saturdays and 
Sundays, 10 am – 5 pm. Admission is by 
donation. Phone 1-928-542-3236.
	 Take advantage of the low hotel 
rates and inexpensive plentiful buffet 
restaurants in Laughlin and launch your 
own tour itinerary to quench your thirst 
for mining history and Native American 
art, all with a backdrop of the gorgeous 

Large onyx bowl from Art of Décor. Find them at the 
Tucson 22nd Street Show, Booths B28, C30-31, F29.                                                                           
See their ad on page 43.  

Specializing in custom-cut Montana sapphires. Visit Al Mowery at JOGS, Booth E411. See ad on page 45.
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QUALITY 
INN

GEM,  
MINERAL, &  

METAPHYSICAL  
SHOW

Quality Inn
22nd St./I-10

Tucson’s OLDEST 
Gem Show!

Motel 6
Gem & Mineral 

Show
 

Motel 6
22nd St./I-10
newly remodeled

more parking available
(Previously Howard Johnson)

T H R E E  S H O W S  —  O N E  C O M P A N Y

GIGM SHOWS
GLOBEX INTERNATIONAL GEM & MINERAL SHOWS

 January 31st thru February 15th, 2020
www.gigmshow.com • gigmshow@gmail.com • (520) 251-1800 download the app

iPhone & Droid

Jump Start January 30

Red Lion Inn & Suites 
(formerly Days Inn)

Congress/I-10
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Auralite 23 • Morocco Selenite 
Bismuth • Madagascar Specimens
2 Tucson Show Locations! • 720-668-9798 Wed. Jan. 29 - Sun. Feb.16 2020

9am - Sunset

on 1000’s of types of Rough Rock,
Slabs, Cabs, Minerals & Crystals
BothRetail andWholesale customerswelcome

I-10 INAEXIT 248 isOPEN
An easy11minutedrivefrom

DowntownpricestoMinerDirectSavings

GetStoned

Directions toMike Jacobs Sports Park on ourwebsite
6901 N. Casa Grande Hwy FREE PARKING
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